
Appendix 4 

 

Scrutiny Management Board Briefing from Chair of 

Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board 

1.0 Purpose of update 

1.1 This report updates Scrutiny Management Board (SMB) on the activity of the 
Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board and any issues and 
developments that have occurred since the last meeting of SMB.  

2.0 Board meeting update 

2.1 The Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board met on 12th March 
2021. 

2.2 At this meeting the Scrutiny Advisory Board received presentations and 
reports covering the following topics:  

 COVID-19 Response: Customer and Community Services 

 Response to concurrent events in the COVID era.  
 

2.3 Members received a report and presentation from the Assistant Director, 
Customer and Community Services on the directorate response to COVID.   

2.4 Members thanked the Assistant Director and the teams for all the hard work 
undertaken and commented on the excellent work carried out at community 
level.  The continued work necessary to mitigate the post Covid impacts was 
acknowledged. 

2.5 The Board requested an item regarding the response to concurrent events in 
the COVID era and the Chief Fire Officer gave a detailed presentation to 
assure the Board of measures in place. Key was that the Local Resilience 
Forum focus on how to respond to concurrent events as it was recognised 
that Covid-19 was going to continue to degrade emergency response 
capabilities.  

2.6 It was resolved that more emphasis needed to be given to flooding events in 
the Resilience: Response to Concurrent Events report presented to the 
Board, as flooding is an ever-present threat in the county.  

 

 

 



3.0 Additional scrutiny activity undertaken by the board 

 

3.1 The Infrastructure Task and Finish Group report was presented to Cabinet in 
March and all recommendations were agreed in full or part. See appendix A 
below. 
 

3.2 An informal meeting of the Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board 
was held on the 15 June 2021 to develop the work programme. Items 
identified and included on the work programme include:  

 Regulatory services 

 Waste and environmental policy (post EU exit)  

 Clean inclusive growth. 

 
 

4.0 Conclusion 

 

4.1 The Scrutiny Advisory Board has met and scrutinised key areas of activity.  
 

4.2 The next Communities and Place Scrutiny Advisory Board is scheduled to 
take place 10am 2nd September 2021.  
 

Chair: Councillor Stan Collins  

June 2021 



 

Appendix A 
 
Provision of Infrastructure to support new development – Task and Finish Group: 
Recommendations  
 
Recommendation 1 - Early engagement with Local Planning Authorities in the development of 
the local plan was essential in securing contributions for social and physical infrastructure. 
Supported by Cabinet 
  
Recommendation 2 - Cumbria County Council should explore the possible structures around 
planning in order to determine the most effective ways of securing contributions. 
Partially supported.   
The suggestion of reviewing the arrangements related to the planning process and the 
securing of developer contributions was one of a number of opportunities presented by 
the potential for local government re-organisation. This part of the recommendation was 
fully supported. 
  
Recommendation 3 - strengthened dialogue between members and Cumbria County Council’s 
planning response officers may help to identify infrastructure requirements on receipt of a 
planning application, given Member’s knowledge of their communities. 
Supported by Cabinet 
  
Recommendation 4 - planning authorities should be asked not to use conditions which provide 
loopholes for developers to evade/avoid their obligations e.g. building a classroom when 200 
homes have been built where the developer then stops at 198.  
Supported by Cabinet 
  
Recommendation 5 - Cumbria County Council, as the Local Lead Flood Authority, should set 
out the flood alleviation and drainage design requirements at the time a site was included as an 
allocated development site in the Local Plan. 
Partially supported 
  
Recommendation 6 - Cumbria County Council to provide a cost neutral advice service on 
specific planning applications to ensure all parties were made aware of the necessary 
infrastructure contributions that would be required on any given land allocation. 
Partially supported 

 


